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– “It’s a little girl’s woolly hat.” I told her. 

– “No, it’s a bench.” Marta replied. 

– “Well it looks like a hat to me.” 

– “No. No it isn’t.” She answered. 

 

Marta Barrenechea lives in a house in the middle of the countryside, next to an abandoned 
farm. Just a few hundred meters away you can see a solemn, sacerdotal granite mountain. The 
artist specifically chose this place to live in at the foot of this sacred mountain, which quietly 
observes every day of the year. When you visit Marta and she makes you a cup of tea, she 
always offers you her chair so that you can look through the window at that magical stone 
mass. 

I came across her paintings and drawings at an exhibition at the Angel Romero Gallery in 
Madrid over ten years ago. There I told myself that if Marta ever needed a space to exhibit her 
work, we would welcome her. Her pieces have something naive and profound about them; 
simple, yet constant; marked with her own personal, ever-evolving stamp. 

This is Marta's second solo exhibition at our gallery. This time round her works are more finite, 
concrete and defined. She uses a few small shapes that she repeats; and sometimes with great 
care and effort she embroiders the centre of the canvas, to then spread out from the middle, 
painting concentrically, though not geometrically. The painting rotates around that central 
little knot or bow. And finally when she reaches the edges of the painting she ‘frames’ it by 
painting a trompe-l'œil-like wooden strip around the canvas. 

Marta likes to exhibit groups of her works together, positioned closely next to each other. But 
we do not agree with her on this point. Her individual pieces have a life of their own and this 
does not come to the fore when they are presented in a group. Or at least it seems that way to 
us. 

On this occasion we are using wooden frames to stretch the canvases. They will form a set of 
small, primitive and celebratory altars, where someone may want to lay down flowers to 
remember a loved one. 

We are delighted to exhibit this sample of Marta Barrenechea’s work with its own indefinable 
and unique style. The pieces are totemic, religious, and pagan, yet also a pleasure to have 
hanging at home, allowing you to reflect upon their enigmatic mysteriousness. 
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